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PREFACE
Hi. My name's John Dunn. I'm a community advocate who truly believes that knowledge is power. I

spent my entire childhood -- from 2 14 until 18 years of age -- helplessly being moved thirteen times in

Ontario's foster care system. Throughout those sixteen years, I never once had anyone tell me
anything about the existence or purpose of the laws which governed the people and the organizations

who made serious life-altering decisions about myself and my family. Nor was I ever told how I could

use those laws to have a say in what was happening to and around me, or how to hold those

accountable who had wronged me, let alone that I even had a right to do so.

When I was 31 ,
I tried to obtain copies of my foster care records from the Catholic Children's Aid

Society of Toronto so that potential therapists could use them to help me undo some of the damage

done to me from my experiences in care. My requests for my records were met with the Society

refusing to provide me with copies of my records with no explanation as to why. I was furious!

Consequently, I was driven down a ten year journey of anger and frustration made up of literally

thousands of hours of research on law, advocacy, and corporations, how these child protection

agencies are structured, which laws govern them, as well as how to apply that knowledge to bring

positive change to child welfare services and to assist people who had to navigate their way through

the courts when a Children's Aid Society became involved in their lives.

I made submissions to legislators at committees of both the federal and provincial levels of

government regarding Children’s Aid Societies and related child welfare legislation, policies, and

practices. I demonstrated to people how they could advocate for themselves and others when they

became involved with a child welfare system, and in the process, I became a trusted go-to source for

journalists when child welfare matters became the focus of their attention.

After helping hundreds of people in various ways over the years, and spending literally years online

answering thousands of questions, I realized that many Canadians have a very limited to no

understanding of how our laws are made, how to actually read and understand them, or even how to

apply them when required to do so.

That is why I wrote this book. I wanted to create an introductory level book which could at least get

people started in the right direction toward helping themselves or others when nobody else appeared

willing or able help.

I would like to thank you for supporting my work by purchasing my books and other online material or

services and I hope they will assist you in accomplishing your goals. If after reading this book, you still

find yourself having difficulty reading and understanding legislation, or, if you would simply like to join

in on some discussions with other readers of my books, feel free to visit my online forum at

www.johnsworks.proboards.com

John Dunn



INTRODUCTION TO LEGISLATION

It is my sincere hope that this book will save you months of legal research and personal

frustration by putting the basics of what I have learned over the course of more than ten years

of research and advocacy into one collection of material you can read, understand, and use.

This book will provide you with a basic introduction to reading and understanding legislation

for college and university students and for others such as self-represented litigants so you

can get started more effectively advocating for yourself or others with the tools freely available

through the Internet, especially when you can not, or will not use the services of a lawyer for

what ever reason.

The main problem many people face when in the position of having to read and understand

legislation is that they quickly become intimidated, frustrated, or confused by the complicated

terminology used within it. The same holds true for the seemingly confusing ‘flow’ and

structure of legislation which causes people to give-up, thinking they can’t do it.

I was recently told by a young woman who was working cash at a Tim Horton’s that she was

interested in becoming a lawyer but she was intimidated from doing so because she found

reading legislation too difficult. I told her that I learned everything I know just by sitting down

and reading what I wanted or needed to learn over and over until I understood it.

I let her know that she shouldn’t let an initial fear of legislation stop her from living her dream,

and that if I could learn to read, understand and apply legislation without the help of a lawyer,

she could as well, and that it could change her entire life.

Believe me, reading and understanding legislation is a lot easier than you think. Whether you

want to improve your current career, start a new one, or deal with a situation for yourself or

someone else, the first step is knowing how to find, read, and understand legislation -- even

at a basic level ~ so you can then move on to applying the legislation to achieve your goals.

This book will help you learn where to find the relevant legislation, how it is generally

structured, how to decipher the terminology used within it, and to understand its overall ‘flow’.

As you begin reading this book -- and if you don’t give up -- everything will start making

sense, slowly but surely! You just have to be patient and keep your ultimate goal in mind.

Please remember that I am not a lawyer, meaning I am not permitted to provide legal advice

regarding any particular legal matter, however, I am able to provide legal information. If you

require legal advice to make any decision(s), you are advised to talk to a lawyer or a

paralegal, unless of course you have decided to represent yourself, a topic covered by one of

my other books!



Again, this book has been written just to give you a very basic understanding of how to read

and understand legislation ~ also known as "statutes" and "regulations" -- which have been

created to govern and protect Canada's citizens, corporations, organizations, professionals,

and yes, our animal friends as well.

Generally speaking, the courts expect everyone to understand, obey, and apply legislation

equally, regardless of whether or not they are lawyers. The courts will tell you that “ignorance

of the law is no excuse”. So arm yourself now by obtaining a basic understanding of the laws

you are required to know, follow, and apply, by continuing to read on. You CAN do this!

What Is A Statute?

A statute is a law in written form. When you say the word statute out loud, it sounds like

"sta-choot". When you refer to one specific statute, you call it an "Act". When you speak about

statutes generally, you can refer to them as 'Legislation'. For example you could say “there

are several pieces of legislation which govern Children's Aid Societies in Ontario, one of

which is called the Child and Family Services Act." Throughout this book, I will refer to

statutes generally as legislation.

A statute is created when the people we elect to represent us (representatives) in the

parliament (federal) or in the legislature (provincial/territorial) decide to change an existing

law, or to create a new one.

At the provincial level of government, in some provinces we call these people our Members of

Provincial Parliament (MPPs). In other provinces they are called our Members of the

Legislative Assembly (MLAs). At the federal level of government, we call these people our

Members of Parliament (MPs).

It is important to note that there are basically three different ‘levels’ of statutes in Canada. We
have federal, provincial/territorial, and municipal statutes. However, for the purposes of this

book, I am only going to focus on the federal and the provincial/territorial levels of statutes not

the municipal.



Federal Statutes

Federal statutes are created by the federal members of parliament in Ottawa, Ontario, and

these statutes apply to all people in Canada regardless of where they are in the country. Only

diplomats from other countries and a select few others are exempt from having to comply with

our federal statutes.

Example:

If you were traveling across Canada, federal statutes apply to you no matter where you

are in the country. The Criminal Code of Canada is a federal statute. Therefore, if you

were to steal a chocolate bar in Alberta, Manitoba, Nova Scotia, or any other

province/territory, you have committed a federal offence by violating a section of the

federal statute called the Criminal Code of Canada and you can be charged under that

statute no matter where you were in Canada when you stole the chocolate bar.

Provincial/Territorial Statutes

Provincial/territorial legislation is created by the provincial/territorial legislatures located in the

capital of each province/territory, and only applies to people while they are in the particular

province/territory where the legislation was created.

Example:

If Ontario was the only province to have a provincial law making it illegal to eat food

while driving your car, you could eat while driving your car in any other

province/territory except in Ontario.

Knowing there are federal and provincial/territorial statutes, you might wonder how you can

differentiate between the two and how to determine which province or territory the statute is

from should you ever need to look one up. I will explain below.

Different Statute Levels

You can differentiate between the federal and provincial/territorial statute levels just by

looking at their names.

For example federal statutes typically end with the letters R.S.C. or S.C. meaning ‘Revised

Statutes of Canada’ or ‘Statutes of Canada’. The federal statute which regulates access to

information under the control of the government of Canada is called the Access to Information

Act, R.S.C.
,
1985. Notice the R.S.C. at the end of the name? This indicates to you that it is a

federal statute.

Provincial/territorial statutes typically end with letters matching the first letter of the name of

the province/territory the statute was created in. For example a statute made in Alberta would

end with the letters R.S.A. (Revised Statutes of Alberta) or S.A. (Statutes Alberta) and a



statute from Ontario would end with the letters R.S.O. (Revised Statutes of Ontario) or S.O.

(Statutes Ontario) like the Companies Act, C-21 R.S.A. 2000 or the Corporations Act, R.S.O.

C-38. Notice the R.S.O. at the end of the name? This indicates to you that it is a provincial or

territorial statute.

The Process of Creating Legislation

Legislation is created by federal and provincial/territorial representatives. The idea is drafted

into written format and called a 'Bill'. Before this bill becomes law, it must pass three main

stages in the parliament or legislative assembly. These three main stages are known as first,

second, and third readings.

First Reading

Once a bill has been written, the representatives introduce the bill to the members of the

parliament or legislature by making a motion (a request) to ask all of the representatives to

vote on whether they will allow the bill to be read by all of the representatives for the first time.

This stage is appropriately titled "first reading".

In practice, it has been the tradition to allow all bills to at least pass first reading in order to

give everyone a chance to read it and decide whether the content of the bill should be

discussed, debated, modified, and voted upon at a later date rather than it being tossed out

the window at first-glance just because it was introduced by an opposing party.

Once the bill has passed first reading, it is filed with the clerk of the legislature (called being

tabled) so all of the other elected representatives get a chance to read it and prepare their

responses in time for the bill’s "second reading".

Second Reading

After the bill has been read for the first time, tabled with the clerk, then read and considered

by the representatives, it is scheduled for second reading. The second reading stage of a bill

is a little more interesting in that all of the representatives are given an opportunity to actually

discuss the bill (called debating) then to vote on sending it to the next stage, unless it gets

voted against, where if it does, it will simply ‘die on the table’ and not proceed any further to

become law.

If the bill survives the vote at second reading, it is typically sent to an appropriate, topic-based

committee (i.e: the Social Policy Committee or the Justice Policy Committee etc.) where the

committee members schedule dates for the general public to come in and express their

opinions about the bill and whether or not they think it should be permitted to proceed as is,

be amended, or killed in it’s entirety.



Leqislative/Policv/Standinq Committees

The legislative committees are made up of members from each of the political parties in the

legislature/parliament.

The leading party in the legislature/parliament will have the most members on the committee.

The second largest party in the legislature/parliament will have some members on the

committee as well, but less than the leading party, and the smallest party in the

legislature/parliament will have the least number of members on the committee until the

political representation on the committees basically mirrors in scale, that of the overall political

membership of the legislature/parliament.

After the members of the public have had their chance to speak at the committee regarding

the bill, the committee members then set a date to conduct what is called a clause-by-clause

hearing. The clause-by-clause hearing allows members of the committee to review each line

of the bill as proposed, and to make recommendations for amendments, additions, or

deletions based on the submissions from the public and other factors, both political and

non-political. All of the committee members get to suggest changes on behalf of their political

party and the committee members vote on those suggestions until the bill has been

completely reviewed.

Typically the party with the most representatives on the committee will usually win the votes

on the various sections of the bill unless all party members vote the same way which does

happen. Then, once all of the changes have been made to the bill - if any - the newly

amended bill is sent back to the legislature to be scheduled for a third and final reading before

it becomes law or is voted against.

Third Reading

The newly amended (or not amended) bill is read and debated in the legislature/parliament for

a third time, where the bill is finally voted upon by the representatives. If they vote to pass the

bill as amended, it will pass through the third reading stage for further debate and be ready for

"royal assent".

Royal Assent

Royal Assent simply means that the bill -- after it has gone through third reading - still needs

to be traditionally ‘approved’ by the Queen, or in reality, a person who has been appointed to

represent her. That person is known as the Lieutenant Governor at the provincial/territorial

level, or the Governor General at the federal level. They sign the bills which makes them into

statutes.



Proclamation (Coming Into Force)

Even though a bill has had its status changed from a bill to a statute, the newly created

statute still does not have any legal authority or is not ‘in force’ until it has been ‘proclaimed’.

This means that the statute - or parts of it - may not be “in force” or have the power of law

until it has been ‘proclaimed’ by the Lieutenant Governor (provincial) or the Governor General

(federal) and published for the public.

What Is A Regulation?

Regulations are like separate little statutes added to -- or grouped with - a statute.

Regulations typically expand upon or explain in greater detail how certain sections of a statute

are to be interpreted or applied. As if to say, for further details turn to the regulations. You

could call regulations ‘sub-legislation’ if it helps you picture where you would actually find

them since the statutes don’t tell you WHERE to find them. See the image below for a visual

reference of how several regulations are listed ‘under’ the Child and Family Services Act in

Ontario.

O Child and Family Services Act, R.S.O. 1990, C. C.ll

O. Reg. 464/07 ADOPTION INFORMATION DISCLOSURE

O. Reg. 494/06
COMPLAINTS TO A SOCIETY AND REVIEWS BY THE
CHILD AND FAMILY SERVICES REVIEW BOARD

O. Reg. 25/07 COURT ORDERED ASSESSMENTS

O. Reg. 116/11 EXEMPTION FROM ACT - MOHAWKS OF AKWESASNE

R.R.O. 1990, Reg. 70 GENERAL

O. Reg. 496/06
METHODS AND PROCEDURES REGARDING
ALTERNATIVE DISPUTE RESOLUTION

O. Reg. 206/00
PROCEDURES, PRACTICES AND STANDARDS OF
SERVICE FOR CHILD PROTECTION CASES

R.R.O. 1990, Reg. 71 REGISTER

TRANSITIONAL MATTERS RE: ENACTMENT OF THE
O. Reg. 495/06 CHILD AND FAMILY SERVICES STATUTE LAW

AMENDMENT ACT. 2006

As you see in the image above, a statute may have a couple of regulations listed under it

which provide further details or regulatory instructions on how to deal with certain or various

sections of the originating statute. Although regulations are subordinate to their statutes, they

hold just as much legal authority as their originating statute does.

Regulations are often written and added to our collection of statutes long after their originating

statutes have passed through the legislative process like statutes, regulations can be either

federal or provincial/territorial and that depends on the nature of their originating statute.

The Process of Creating Regulations

The process of creating and approving of regulations is much less involved than that used to

create and approve of statutes. The creation and approval of regulations also rarely has any



public oversight, unlike their statutes. To provide an example as to why and how the process

is different, I will provide you with an example of an actual regulation, and how it was created

under it's originating statute.

In Ontario, children are protected by government approved Children’s Aid Societies. These

Societies are governed by a statute called the Child and Family Services Act. This act has

many sections within it — over 225 to be exact!

As you can imagine, child protection is a very sensitive and complicated subject, and

understandably has many issues to be dealt with by the legislation. Typically, each section of

a statute deals with certain issues, and each issue itself may be very complicated. Sometimes

so complicated that the elected representatives do not have the specific skills or expertise

required to draft legislation which would most effectively deal with those sensitive or

complicated issues. Therefore, they draft broad or general legislation (the main statutes) then

hand the drafting of the more complicated or detailed regulations to the appropriate ministry

or department which has qualified staff who deal with the subject matter on a daily basis.

When issues have to be dealt with by a regulation, the appropriate Ministry can use its

resources and expertise to develop plans or procedures on how to deal with the those issues,

draft them into regulations, have those regulations reviewed by a special committee of the

legislature for technical and legal correctness, and then have them filed under their respective

originating statutes in the publicly available list of current statutes and regulations.

The best way to understand how a regulation is subordinate to a statute or to understand how

they work, is to actually see part of one for yourself. As mentioned before, the Child and

Family Services Act deals with many issues, and has very many sections. There is one

section which deals with the appropriateness and safety of residential placements for children

who have been temporarily taken from their families by the authorities and placed into a

residential placement.

The residential placements these children are placed into must comply with the statute and its

regulations in order to be approved and to continue operating under licence from the Ministry.

Below you will see a single quote from a section of the Child and Family Services Act which

makes reference to a regulation; Section 193, subsection (8) of the Child and Family Services

Act says the following:

"No licencee shall place a child in a residential placement except in accordance with

this Act and the regulations"

Sounds pretty simple right? However, when you read the line above from the Child and

Family Services Act, you will note that the last word of the paragraph refers to 'regulations'.



Basically speaking, what happened when the representatives drafted the Child and Family

Services Act which contains the section above, is that they left it up to the experts in the field

of child protection -- staff from the Ministry of Children and Youth Services - who have the

time and resources required to consult with stakeholders and draft the regulations dealing

with the licencing and health requirements of the residential placements.

When a statute refers to a regulation, it indicates to the Ministry that the regulation needs to

be created. Sometimes, when reading a statute, you will see lines which say "as prescribed",

“as per the regulations”, or “according to the regulations”. Each of these phrases are simply

referring you to find and read the related regulations.

Once the Ministry has created the regulations as requested, it submits them to the specialized

regulations committee at the legislature or parliament, which reviews them to ensure they are

drafted correctly and that they do not cause any legal or technical conflicts with other statutes

or regulations before they are eventually added to the official and public list of legislation,

again, usually without public input or oversight.

Now that you basically know what regulations are, why and how they are created, I will

provide you with a sample of the actual wording from a section of the regulation referred in

subsection 193 (8) of the Child and Family Services Act so you can see how the regulation

actually works in connection with its originating statute.



How Regulations Work

When you read the section of the regulation below, you will notice that it has a header called

“licences”. This section of the regulation tells anyone who is going to start, run, or maintain a

residential placement for children in Ontario that in order to earn a licence from the Ministry,

they must first comply with the requirements listed in clauses (a), (b), and (c) of the regulation

as listed below.

“Licences

Every person applying for a licence under clause 193 (1) (a) of the Act to establish,

operate or maintain a residence shall file with a Director evidence that the premises

used or to be used as a residence comply with,

(a) the laws respecting the health of inhabitants of the area in which the premises are

located;

(b) any rule, regulation, direction or order of the local board of health and any direction

or order of the local medical officer of health;

(c) any by-law of the municipality in which the premises are located or other law for the

protection of persons from fire hazards;’’

When you look closely at the wording of each of clauses (a), (b), and (c) above, you will

notice that the requirements for licensing a children's residential placement are much more

than just three separate items in that sometimes one line can say more than it appears to say.

I’ll explain.

Clause (a) for example says that every person applying for a licence shall; obey the laws of

the area in which the residential placement is located. It does not specify which laws so it

means all laws, regardless of whether those laws are federal, provincial, or municipal ones

which deal with the health of the people who will live in the residential placement.

Moving on to clause (b) you will notice that the requirements for licensing a residential

placement for children also need the person to comply with any rules, regulations, directions

or orders given by the residential placement's local area Board of Health or Medical Officer of

Health.

Clause (c) (I’ll include it below for your reference)

(c) any by-law of the municipality in which the premises are located or other law for the

protection of persons from fire hazards;’’



Finally, and here is where one clause can contain two or more instructions. The first part of

clause (c) requires the person applying for a licence to comply with any by-laws of the

municipality which provide protection for people from fire hazards. The second half of clause

(c) contains the words “or other law”, meaning the person must comply with any laws of any

kind - not just the local municipal by-laws which protect people in the area from fire hazards.

This general reference to “other laws” could also include any court orders or any federal or

provincial laws which deal with fire hazard protections which apply to the residential

placement as well. As you can see, that one little line of text involves so much more than

may appear at first glance.

Although it appears I have addressed all of the issues in clauses (a), (b), and (c), if you read

the paragraph just before those three clauses again. I’ll include it again below for your

convenience:

“Licences

Every person applying for a licence under clause 193 (1) (a) of the Act to establish,

operate or maintain a residence shall file with a Director evidence that the premises

used or to be used as a residence comply with"

You may notice that the licensee is not only required to comply with clauses (a), (b), and (c)

he or she is also required to provide "evidence" to the "Director" that they are complying with

the items listed in clauses (a), (b), and (c). This is done by filing any such evidence

(applications, and records of any kind) to someone they call the "Director".

Who is this “Director” anyways? Usually, at the very beginning of every statute or regulation

you will find a ‘Definitions’ section which defines or explains select words or titles used

throughout the statute or regulation. In this case, "Director" - with a capital “D” - is defined in

the originating statute as any person appointed by the Minister of Children and Youth

Services to perform and exercises any or all of the duties, functions, and powers of a

“Director” under the statute and its regulations.

This means that any time you see the word "Director" used in that statute or within its

associated regulations, it is referring to the person who has been appointed by the Minister to

be responsible for anything the legislation instructs the Director to be responsible for.

Below you will find a screen capture which lists the statute we have been talking about — the

Child and Family Services Act — and it's associated regulations. Hopefully this picture will give

you a more visual way of determining the difference between a statute and a regulation.



O Child and Family Services Act, R.S.O. 1990, C. C.ll

O. Reg. 464/07 ADOPTION INFORMATION DISCLOSURE

O. Reg. 494/06
COMPLAINTS TO A SOCIETY AND REVIEWS BY THE
CHILD AND FAMILY SERVICES REVIEW BOARD

O. Reg. 25/07 COURT ORDERED ASSESSMENTS

O. Reg. 116/11 EXEMPTION FROM ACT - MOHAWKS OF AKWESASNE

R.R.O. 1990, Reg. 70 GENERAL

O. Reg. 496/06
METHODS AND PROCEDURES REGARDING
ALTERNATIVE DISPUTE RESOLUTION

O. Reg. 206/00
PROCEDURES, PRACTICES AND STANDARDS OF
SERVICE FOR CHILD PROTECTION CASES

R.R.O. 1990, Reg. 71 REGISTER

TRANSITIONAL MATTERS RE: ENACTMENT OF THE
O. Reg. 495/06 CHILD AND FAMILY SERVICES STATUTE LAW

AMENDMENT ACT. 2006

In the screen-captured image above, you can see a list containing the actual statute
(
Child

and Family Services Act
)
at the top, and some of its associated regulations. The next little bit

may sound confusing, but keep on reading and the following paragraphs should clarify things

up for you. Just be patient with yourself - and with me ~ and it will pay off.

Remember, each regulation you see listed under a statute generally deals with a certain issue

raised by a section of its originating statute. That regulation will have a name or title which

basically describes the issue dealt with by the regulation. However, sometimes you will find a

regulation titled “General”, which contains several issues. Either way, each regulation comes

into being because of issues raised by its originating statute.

In the image above, the first regulation you see under the originating statute is titled “Adoption

Information Disclosure “. This regulation specifically deals with the complexities involved in the

disclosure of adoption related records and information. This regulation exists because one or

more sections of the originating statute (the Child and Family Services Act
)
made reference to

further details being provided in a regulation regarding adoption information disclosure

causing the regulation to be created. If this is still a bit foggy, don’t worry, keep reading., it will

start making sense.

Looking again at the previous image, you will observe that the second regulation listed below

the originating statute is titled “Complaints to a Society and Reviews by the Child and Family

Services Review Board” which deals with - as the title itself suggests - the complex rules

and procedures for dealing with complaints about a Children's Aid Society. Section 68 of the

statute deals with complaints, however, it’ also refers you to the regulations for further details

on how they are to be dealt with.

The third regulation is titled “Court Ordered Assessments”. I bet you can guess what it deals

with? You got it. Court Ordered Assessments! Section 54 of the main Act deals with court



ordered assessments. Subsection 54 (1 .4) of the Act then refers you to the regulation

mentioned by saying “An order under subsection (1) and the assessment required by that

order shall comply with such requirements as may be prescribed’ Where it says ‘as

prescribed’ you are being referred to find the regulation that expands upon that section or

subsection. So, as you can see, sometimes a regulation is named by its function or purpose.

Where a regulation is not named after its purpose, the regulation often contains many

different regulations. For example you can see a regulation in the image above called

“General”. When a regulation is called General that usually means the
“
General ‘ regulation

contains many different regulations from all different sections of its originating statute, all

clumped into one regulation.



READING AND UNDERSTANDING LEGISLATION

Finding Legislation

The first thing you need to do before you can even begin reading and understanding

legislation, is to find it! As you know, there are different levels of government in Canada which

include federal, provincial, and municipal. Federal statutes generally apply to all people in

Canada. Provincial statutes generally apply to all people while they are in the province the

statutes were created in, and municipal statutes generally apply to all people while they are in

the municipality (city/town etc.) the statutes were created in.

Being aware of these three levels of government gets you started on how to begin looking for

the statutes you wish to find. For example, if you live in Toronto, and you are looking for

municipal by-laws, you simply google "Toronto by-laws" or find the City of Toronto website

and look for their by-laws section. You can use this same search procedure for any city or

town across Canada to search for the by-laws of the municipality of your choice.

If you are looking for provincial statutes, you can simply google the name of the province and

the word "statutes". For example, ‘Ontario statutes’ or ‘Alberta statues’. If you are looking for

Federal statues such as the Criminal Code of Canada or the Official Languages Act you can

search for "consolidated statutes of Canada". Consolidated more or less means they have

been collected together in one collection of statutes.

Sometimes you may not know what level of government to search. When that happens it

comes down to a bit of a guessing game. Think about the actual issue you are dealing with

then try to guess what level of government might deal with that subject matter. For example,

garbage collection. What level of government do you think deals with your garbage

collection? The federal, provincial, territorial, or municipal government?

If you guessed municipal, then simply find the relevant municipal government website to look

up the rules and by-laws regarding garbage collection, or call your local city Councilor to ask

them for a list of, or access to, municipal by-laws and other instruments related to the

collection of garbage.

If you have issues or questions regarding the legalities of sport-fishing for example - you

might think that fishing probably applies to all Canadians ~ therefore start looking at the

federal government level for statutes relating to fishing. If you are unable to guess which level

of government to search for legislation relevant to your issue, there are free, online tools

which bring all of Canada's federal and provincial statutes, regulations and court decisions

under one roof. . . er. . . website. You can find these at the end of this book.



Getting Your Head In The Game
Before you actually get started reading and understanding legislation, you need to 'get your

head in the game'. Reading legislation requires you to think a little differently than you would if

you were reading a novel. If you do not prepare your mind ahead of time to read legislation,

you can easily get confused because of the unfamiliar terminology used within it, and

because of the way legislation is structured, and how it flows. All of which are very different

from the way your brain is accustomed to reading. In order to prepare your mind for reading

legislation, you need to know the following.

Deciphering Terminology

Legislation contains words which may be familiar to us from the ‘real world’, however, just

because we know what a word means here in the real world, does not mean we will

automatically know what it may mean in the world of legislation. The reason for this being that

quite often, at the beginning of most statutes, you will find a section which defines some of the

words found throughout that particular statute which gives them special meaning as required

for the purposes of that particular statute. This section is often called the “Definitions”,

“Interpretation” or similar headings.

As an example of how a word is defined differently in legislation than we are accustomed to in

the real world, I will provide a definition of the word “relative” as it is defined in subsection 3

(1 )
of Ontario’s Child and Family Services Act.

“relative” means, with respect to a child, a person who is the child’s grandparent,

great-uncle, great-aunt, uncle or aunt, whether by blood, through a spousal relationship

or through adoption; (“parent”)

So as you can see from the definition of ‘relative’ in the Child and Family Services Act above,

a brother or sister of a child involved with the Children’s Aid Society is not even deemed to be

a ‘relative’. This is a prime example of how a word in legislation can be defined very differently

from what we are used to in the ‘real world’ since we commonly define “relative” to include a

brother or sister.

Intent of Legislation

When reading a statute, it can help you to better understand what you are reading if you know

the overall intent or purpose of the legislation. As you research more and more legislation in

time, you will notice that some statutes contain a preamble at the beginning which provides

you with the overall intent of the legislation. The preamble may be referred to by different



titles, but they will always be at the beginning of the statute, in the first few sections, or

sometimes, even before section 1

.

For example, if you were to read “the ball rolled across the field” in a statute, you would not

know if I am talking about a foot ball or a soccer ball, or even what type of field was being

referred to. Was it a farmers field? A football, rugby, or soccer field? How could you tell?

This is why reading the preamble of a statute (if one exists) can help you understand the

material you will read within the statute. You read the preamble then you generally know what

sport or subject is being dealt with by the legislation as you read it. Of course, reading the

actual name of the statute can also help with this if there is no preamble.

The preamble to the Child and Family Services Act happens to be found within section 1 of

the statute, and is called the “Paramount purpose and other purposes" rather than “Preamble"

and it reads as follows:

Paramount purpose

1. (1) The paramount purpose of this Act is to promote the best interests, protection

and well being of children.

A more complex example of a preamble to a statute can be found in the beginning of the

Youth Criminal Justice Act which reads as follows:

Preamble

WHEREAS members of society share a responsibility to address the developmental

challenges and the needs ofyoung persons and to guide them into adulthood;

WHEREAS communities, families, parents and others concerned with the development

ofyoung persons should, through multi-disciplinary approaches, take reasonable steps

to prevent youth crime by addressing its underlying causes, to respond to the needs of

young persons, and to provide guidance and support to those at risk of committing

crimes;

WHEREAS information about youth justice, youth crime and the effectiveness of

measures taken to address youth crime should be publicly available;

WHEREAS Canada is a party to the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the

Child and recognizes that young persons have rights and freedoms, including those

stated in the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms and the Canadian Bill of

Rights, and have special guarantees of their rights and freedoms;



AND WHEREAS Canadian society should have a youth criminaljustice system that

commands respect, takes into account the interests of victims, fosters responsibility

and ensures accountability through meaningful consequences and effective

rehabilitation and reintegration, and that reserves its most serious intervention for the

most serious crimes and reduces the over-reliance on incarceration for non-violent

young persons;

NOW, THEREFORE, Her Majesty, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate

and House of Commons of Canada, enacts as follows:

By reading this preamble, you will have noticed that the Youth Justice Act is not only there to

punish youth who commit crimes, but also to provide a reminder to judges and others reading

the statute such as criminal lawyers, the Crown and youth advocates for example, that justice

is to be handed out to youth in a way which respects the rights youth have under international

law, and which also takes into consideration the mental development stages of youth when

formulating sentences or legal arguments etc. The statute also ensures meaningful and

rehabilitative sentences are used wherever possible as opposed to just throwing them in jail.

Again, reading the preamble of a statute will assist you when reading the actual statute

because now you will have a much better feel for the meaning of the words, phrases, and

sentences used throughout the statute and therefore be less intimidated by them.

Flow of Legislation

Legislation is written in such a way that it does not simply ‘flow’ from start to finish like a

novel. Instead, legislation is written more like a technical document or even similar to a bible

in that it enables you to first search for the most relevant section which deals with the topic or

issue you are interested in, then follow the various options, conditions, lists, or references to

other sections of the statute, different statutes or regulations all together which are required to

help you make appropriate decisions or actions in relation to your issue.

One of the most frustrating aspects of reading legislation is that the lines you are reading will

sometimes interrupt your reading ‘flow’ and redirect you to other sections of the statute, or to

entirely different statutes or regulations. To some readers, this can be very confusing because

normally when you read a book, you are not redirected to different pages!

Unfortunately, in the world of legislation, this practice is commonplace. Once you know why

legislation is written this way, and you have practiced reading it a few times with guidance,

you will notice that you actually begin to find it easier in time.

This interruptive ‘flow’ is commonly used throughout legislation to outline various choices,

consequences, or conditions the reader needs to consider, be aware of, or utilize at specific



points in the statute. Another way this interruptive ‘flow’ is used in legislation is by referring

you to associated regulations or statutes, even different sections or parts of the same statute.

A great example of how a statute uses this interruptive ‘flow’ for outlining certain conditions

one must consider, is shown below.

Subsection 3 (1) (pronounced “subsection three - one”) of the Bees Act (Yes I am serious

there is a law regarding bees!) regulates the rights of a bee keeper to go onto someones

private property to reclaim his bees if they have swarmed there. Note specifically that it uses

the interruptive ‘flow’ I have been talking about where it redirects you to other sections or

subsections of the same statute. This may be a little confusing but, give this next section

below a read once or twice ~ even out loud if it helps — and I will go over it with you after.

Right of owner to pursue and recover swarm

3. (1) Subject to subsections (2), (3) and (4), where a swarm of bees leaves a hive,

the owner of the swarm may enter upon the premises of any person and recover the

swarm.

You will notice that the line above contains the phrase “Subject to subsections (2), (3) and

(4)..:\

When they use the phrase “subject to" in legislation, what they are really telling you to do, is

to do exactly what this line is telling you to do, but only after filtering your decisions or actions

through the options or restrictions that have been outlined in subsections (2), (3), and (4).

In this case, when a swarm of bees leaves a hive and swarms to another person’s private

property, the owner of the bees can enter that person’s private property to recover the bees,

but before doing so, the owner must be sure to first read subsections (2), (3), and (4) to see if

there is anything else he/she needs to do or consider before going onto the other person’s

property to recover her/his bees.

Why would the legislation do that? Basically they are saying that the owner has the right to go

onto another person’s private property to claim his/her swarms of bees, but only if the owner

has considered subsections (2), (3), and (4) first.

By way of an example, can you think of something a person should do before entering

someone else's private property? If you thought they should ask first., you’d be right. There

are many reasons for doing so. One being that a person could be doing something they had a

reasonable expectation of privacy to do in their own back yard... like sun tanning for example.



Although the legislation gives the bee owner the right to enter the private property of another

person to reclaim her/his swarmed bees, that right is limited by the phrase “Subject to

subsections...” which makes the bee owner have to filter his/her right to enter the property

through the subsections listed following this phrase.

I will now show you one of the filters the bee owner is required to consider before entering the

other person’s private property. That filter lies within subsection (3) of section 3. This

subsection makes sure that the bee owner first gives notice to the private property owner that

he/she is going to enter to reclaim her/his bees which have swarmed onto the private

property.



Go ahead and read all of subsection (3) to see what I mean.

“Owner ofpremises to be notified

(3) Where the right to recover a swarm of bees is claimed under subsection (1) or (2),

the person claiming the swarm shall notify the owner of the premises on which the

swarm has settled before entering the premises and shall compensate the owner for

any damage to the premises caused by the entry”

Upon reading subsection (3) above, the bee owner is obviously required to give notice to the

private property owner ‘before’ entering the premises where possible. When you read the

second half of subsection (3) above, you will also notice that it contains an added requirement

for the bee owner to compensate the private property owner for any damages he/she caused

to the premises when entering to reclaim his/her bees, (ie: broken lock, gate, fence, wall,

window or door etc.).

You have learned that when legislation uses the phrase “subject to ...” it simply means to do

what the section says, but to filter those actions or decisions through the sections,

subsections, clauses, subclauses, paragraphs or subparagraphs listed.

Now that you are a little more understanding of how legislation ‘flows’ you can move on to

learning the actual names of the structural elements legislation is made of.



CHAPTER 3: HOW LEGISLATION IS STRUCTURED

Parts, and Sections and Subsections

Before a person begins reading legislation, it is critical to know what the actual names of its

basic structural elements are. For example, you already know the names of the basic

structural elements of a book. Those include 'titles', ‘chapters', 'paragraphs', 'sentences' and

‘bulleted lists’. Because you know their names, you know exactly where to turn to in a book if

you are instructed to read the third chapter. However, what if you were told to turn to the third

'squadrilator' of the book? At this point, you would understandably be distracted from the flow

of the story because you don't even know what the heck a 'squadrilator' is or where to find it in

the book!

The same principal applies in legislation and the fast-paced, confusing world of court rooms

and other legislation-based meetings. While you are at these hearings or meetings, various

statements loaded with references to various structural elements of legislation (parts,

sections, subsections, clauses, paragraphs etc.) and other legal jargon are being fired back

and forth at what feels like lightning-speed, leaving you lost, disempowered, and unable to

follow what is actually going on with your situation. These terminology loaded statements can

have serious impacts on you, your loved ones, your pets, your business, even your

possessions, so you want to always know what’s going on and not end up getting lost along

the way! Just a couple of examples of when you will need to understand the names of the

structural elements of legislation are listed below;

1 . You read a section of a statute. It redirects you to see another ’part' of the statute, or

asks you to read a different 'section’. You could also be told that something must be

done in accordance with 'clause' 37 (2) (e), or that the criteria for something are listed

in 'subclauses' (i) through (ix), it could be required that something be done or not done

if or unless certain conditions are met as outlined in 'clause' (c) of paragraph 4. You

may also be redirected to see what must be done as 'prescribed' or “according to the
'

regulations'

2. If you are served legal documents from a Children’s Aid Society, the people who

have the power to take your children away, or you are talking to their lawyers, or a

judge etc.

At an important time like this when you need to be concentrating on why they have taken your

child, it can be very distracting to try and interpret the words they are using when they say

things like “the child was found in need of protection under clause thirty seven, two, (g)”.

Once you know the names of the basic structural elements of legislation, if you are stuck in a

situation like this, you will be further empowered to more easily prepare for what ever is going

on since you will know ahead of time WHERE to look for the information you need and what it



means just as easily as turning to the chapter, paragraph, sentence or bullet in a book. Let’s

now move on to actually learning the basic structural elements of legislation!

Structural Elements of Legislation

I’ll begin describing some basic structural elements of legislation which include 'parts',

'sections', 'subsections', 'clauses' and 'subclauses' 'paragraphs', and 'subparagraphs' by

comparing them as much as possible to the structural elements of a book.

Before I do however, I will lay out the structural elements of legislation in a visual way so you

can see where they would be found in a statute or regulation.

NOTE: Over time people have written legislation in different ways. Sometimes you will see

numbered paragraphs under a subsection, or you may see capitalized letters used to

reference clauses or paragraphs. There does not seem to be a solid pattern to it. Therefore,

to keep things as simple as possible, I am going with the most commonly and easy to

understand format since this is just an introductory level book.

PART III

Section 37 Opening sentence of the issue to be dealt with goes here in the section level

Subsection (2) Sections above can be broken down into subsections

Clause (a) Subsections above can break down into clauses

Subclause (iii) Clauses above can break down into subclauses

Paragraph (A) Subclauses can break down into paragraphs

NOTE: Paragraphs are also sometimes shown with numbers followed by a period and no

brackets like this:

Paragraph 1. Subclauses above can break down into paragraphs

Subparagraph (IV) Paragraphs break down to subparagraphs

Now that you have seen the basic legislative structural layout, I am going to expand upon

each level including how you would hear and pronounce each level.

Parts

The highest level structural elements you will find in legislation are named ‘parts’. You could

compare a part in legislation to a chapter in a book. Parts typically divide statutes into major

blocks by subject and are typically numbered using 'Roman Numerals'. Roman numerals are

more often used in older legislation and regular numbers in newer legislation to make it easier



to read by the general public. To help you understand roman numerals - at least on a very

basic level - I'll put a small graph of some of them below.

Some basic roman numerals:

1 =
1 6 = VI 11=XI

2 = II 7 = VII 12=XII

3= III 8 = VIII 13=XIII

4 = IV 9= IX 14=XIV

5 = V 10=X 15=XV

Now, to show you how parts are used to divide legislation into various subject blocks I will list

all twelve parts of the Ontario’s Child and Family Services Act, a very long statute with

approximately 300 sections!

Part I (Part 1 )
of the Child and Family Services Act deals with “Flexible Services” and includes

sections 5 - 25 of the statute.

Part II (Part 2) of the Child and Family Services Act deals with “Voluntary Access to Services”

and includes sections 26 - 36 of the statute.

Part III (Part 3) of the Child and Family Services Act deals with “Child Protection” generally

and includes sections 37 - 87 of the statute.

Part IV (Part 4) of the Child and Family Services Act deals with “Youth Justice” and includes

sections 88 - 98.1 of the statute.

Part V (Part 5) of the Child and Family Services Act deals with “Rights of Children” and

includes sections 99-111 of the statute.

Part VI (Part 6) of the Child and Family Services Act deals with “Extraordinary Measures” and

includes sections 112 - 135 of the statute.

Part VII (Part 7) of the Child and Family Services Act deals with “Adoption” and includes

sections 136 - 177 of the statute.



Part VIII (Part 8) of the Child and Family Services Act deals with “Confidentiality of and

Access to Records” and includes sections 178-191 of the statute.

Part IX (Part 9) of the Child and Family Services Act deals with “Licensing” and includes

sections 192 - 207 of the statute.

Part X (Part 10) of the Child and Family Services Act deals with “Indian and Native Child and

Family Services” and includes sections 208 -213.1 of the statute.

Part XI (Part 1 1 )
of the Child and Family Services Act deals with “Regulations” and includes

sections 214 - 223.2 of the statute.

Part XII (Part 1 2) of the Child and Family Services Act deals with “Miscellaneous” and

includes sections 224 - 226 of the statute.

Notice how every part deals with a totally different subject matter and that there are a whole

range of sections in each part?

Sections

A 'section' in legislation would be closest in comparison to a paragraph in a book. Sections

break ‘parts’ into smaller ‘issues’. Each section typically deals with a particular issue and can

contain “subsections’, ‘clauses’, ‘Subclauses’, ‘Paragraphs’ and ‘subparagraphs’.

An example of how a section breaks parts into smaller ‘issues’ is shown in the image below.

PART III

SERV ICE MANAGERS
11. Designation of service managers

12. Role of service manager

13. General powers of service manager

14. Clarification on powers - municipal service manager

1$. Clarification on powers - dssab service manager

16. Powers of dssab serv ice manager re debentures

17. Delegation by service manager

You will note that the ‘part’ shown in the image above is ‘part III’ and the sections of part III

are numbered 11, 12, 13 and so on. Sections are continuously numbered from the beginning

of a statute to the end of a statute, so as you notice the section numbering does not restart in

each part.



Subsections

A ‘subsection’ in legislation appears under or “subordinate” to a section, and is used to

provide a range of options to the section it belongs to. An example of how a subsection

provides further clarification to its section is shown in section 1 0 of the Housing Services Act

below:

“Periodic review

10. ( 1) At least once every five years, a service manager shall review its housing and

homelessness plan and amend it as the service manager considers necessary or

advisable.

Report to Minister

(2) The service manager shall give the Minister a written report on the results of the

review without delay after the completion of the review. 2011. c. 6. Sched. 1. s. 10 (2)."

Notice that section 10 above contains subsections (1) and (2). The first subsection,

pronounced “subsection ten, one” instructs service managers of a city to review its housing

and homelessness plan every five years and to amend (change) it as necessary or advisable

at the time of the review. You will also note that it uses the word “shall”, which means it MUST
be done. SHALL is a strong word in legislation and always means MUST unless otherwise

instructed.

The second subsection above pronounced “subsection ten, two” adds further clarification to

section 10 in that it instructs the service managers to give the Minister a written report on the

results of the mandatory five year review as soon as possible after the report is completed....

or as the statute says, “without delay”. Read it again to refresh your memory and get familiar

with reading legislation.

After reading this, one might wonder who exactly the ‘service manager’ is. I know I did, so I

looked up the definitions section of the statute and discovered that it defines a “Service

Manager” in a rather surprising way. I’ll paste the statute’s definition of a service manager

below:

“service manager” means a service manager designated under subsection 11 (1)



Hmm.. since that does not exactly answer who a service manager is., we have to follow the

path it refers us to follow, which is to go find subsection 11 (1 )
in order to find out ‘who’ is

designated as a service manager. Upon reading subsection 1 1 (1) of the statute, it says the

following.

Designation of service managers

11. (1) The regulations shall designate the municipalities and district social services

administration boards that are service managers for the purposes of this Act.

After reading that subsection we realize that it does not quite answer our question of who a

service manager is since it simply refers us to the regulations, which will then, hopefully

answer who a service manager is.

Looking carefully once again at the subsection above, we notice that a “service manager” is

not even a person, but instead is either a municipality (City) or a ‘district social services

administration board’ rather than a person.

This is why it is so important to read each and every word of legislation. Usually almost every

word is very important and is chosen very specifically. Now, once we locate the regulations,

they will hopefully further clarify what a service manager is under the statute.

This whole exercise of reading and re-reading the subsection above has been another

example of how words in legislation are sometimes defined differently than we define them in

the real world. When I first wrote that I was going to provide the definition of a ‘service

manager’ you may have assumed that a service manager was going to be a person because

that is how we think of a service manager in the real world.



Once I located and found the regulations referred to by section 11,1 found what is called a

‘Schedule’ (Schedules are usually just a table clarifying or outlining various items/issues)

which in this case outlines a list of municipalities and boards which are deemed to be ‘service

managers’ under the statute. I have included a portion of the schedule for your convenience.

SCHEDULE 2

SERVICE MANAGERS AND SERVICE AREAS (SECTION 6)

Item Column 1

Service Managers

Column 2

Service Areas

1 . City of Brantford County' of Brant and City of Brantford

2. County of Bruce County' of Bruce

3. Municipality of Chatham-Kent Municipality of Chatham-Kent

4. City of Cornwall City of Cornwall and United Counties of Stormont. Dundas and Glengarry

5. Count)' of Dufferin County' of Dufferin

6. Regional Municipality of Durham Regional Municipality of Durham

7. City of Greater Sudbury' City of Greater Sudbury'

8. County of Grey County of Grey'

9. Regional Municipality' of Halton Regional Municipality of Halton

10. City' of Hamilton C ity of Hamilton

11 . County' of Hastings County of Hastings. City of Belleville and City of Quinte West

12. County' of Huron County' of Huron

13. C ity of Kawartha Lakes City of Kawartha Lakes and County' of Haliburton

14. Cityr of Kingston City' of Kingston and the County' of Frontenac

15. County of Lambton County of Lambton

16. County of Lanark County' of Lanark and Town of Smiths Falls

17. United Counties of Leeds and Grenville United Counties of Leeds and Grenville. C ity of Brockville, Town of Gananoque
and Town of Prescott

18. County of Lennox and Addington County' of Lennox and Addington and County' of Prince Edward

Clauses

A 'clause' in legislation can typically be found under sections or subsections adding various

choices to the sections or subsections above it, and clauses are typically written in small

letters such as (a), (b), (c). Clauses can be referred to by saying “According to clauses a and

b of subsection 2, a person can apply to the Minister for either a Class A or Class B licence to

remove 20,000 tonnes of aggregate per year from a pit or quarry ....”

“Application for licence

(2) Any person may apply to the Minister,

(a) fora Class A licence to remove more than 20,000 tonnes of aggregate

annually from a pit or quarry: or

(b) fora Class B licence to remove 20,000 tonnes or less of aggregate annually

from a pit or quarry.”



Subclauses

A ‘subclause’ in legislation is found below a clause and is typically used to provide choices or

lists below a clause. They are similar in nature to subparagraphs and typically use small “i”’s

to number themselves. You would refer to a subclause as follows: “According to subclause

one of section seventy one, paragraph A, one, the blah blah blah ...
“ Or you could say

“According to subclause one of Section 71
,
A, 1

,
(a)... “ by referring to the line you want to

focus on first... then mentioning all the levels above it right after so people know where to

start looking. It would be a little bit like saying “According to the last sentence of Paragraph 23

of Chapter 2 in a book. . . if that helps a little bit.

My Own Made Up Legislation:

“71. If this section contained a paragraph below it, and that paragraph contained a

subparagraph below it, then that subparagraph could have a clause below it, and that

clause could have a subclause below it;

A. This is the first paragraph of section 71 and it is followed by subparagraphs,

clauses and subclauses below it.

(I) I am the first subparagraph of paragraph 1 above

(a) I am a clause under subparagraph (I)

(i) I am a subclause under clause fa)
”



Paragraphs

A 'paragraph' in legislation would be closest in comparison to a numbered, bulleted list in a

book except that paragraphs tend to contain complete, self-contained options or choices for

sections and subsections above them and are typically numbered with numbers followed by a

period. Paragraphs can be referred to by saying “According to paragraph one of section

four..” or “According to paragraph one of subsection three...”. An example of paragraphs

following a section is shown below.

“Authorized acts

4. In the course of engaging in the practice of dental hygiene, a member is authorized,

subject to the terms, conditions and limitations imposed on his or her certificate of

registration, to perform the following:

1. Scaling teeth and root planing including curetting surrounding tissue.

2. Orthodontic and restorative procedures.

3. Prescribing, dispensing, compounding or selling a drug designated in the

regulations.”

You could say “According to section four, paragraph two of the act, a member is authorized to

perform orthodontic and restorative procedures”. You could also say it like this. “According to

paragraph two of section four of the act, a member is authorized to perform orthodontic and

restorative procedures”.

Subparagraphs

A 'subparagraph' in legislation tends to add options or lists to or under a paragraph and they

are typically numbered with roman numerals; they would appear as follows and could be

pronounced as “subparagraph one and two of section 71
,

paragraph one say that they are the

first and second subparagraphs of paragraph 1”.

My Own Made Up Legislation:

“71. If this section contained a paragraph below it, and that paragraph contained

subparagraphs below it, those subparagraphs would be displayed as the underlined

sentences below;

1. This is the first paragraph of section 71 and it is followed by subparagraphs

below it which would be in capitalized roman numerals.

I. I am the first subparagraph of paragraph 1 above

II. I am the second subparagraph of paragraph 1 above
'



CONCLUSION
Now that you know the names of the main elements of which legislation is made up and the

basic structure and flow of legislation, you have a basic understanding of how to read and

understand it. You can find free, on-line sources of legislation on the pages following this one.

If you find yourself still confused, please re-read this book or the parts of it you don’t

understand, because sometimes, going back and reading parts again and again will help

make sense of it the next time around.

Otherwise, if you feel parts of this book need to be rephrased or fixed somehow you can find

a discussion board online to ask questions, make suggestions, or just have discussions with

myself and other readers at http://www.iohnsworks.proboards.com or feel free to contact me
through my website at www.johnsinformation.com

Thank you and good luck in reaching your goals!

John Dunn



FREE ONLINE LEGISLATIVE TOOLS
There are several online tools available which provide you with access to the various statutes

and regulations across the country and within each province/territory, all free of charge. The

sources listed below are official government sources, except for Canlii.org which is

self-described itself as “a non-profit organization managed by the Federation of Law Societies

of Canada. CanLII's goal is to make Canadian law accessible for free on the Internet. This

website provides access to courtjudgments, tribunal decisions, statutes and regulations from

all Canadian jurisdictions.” Below you will find a list of this these free online sources of

Canadian law and legislation for your reference.

Canadian Legal Information Institute

htttp://www. canlii.org

My favorite one-stop-shop for finding and researching legislation is the Canadian Legal

Information Institute (http://www.canlii.org). It is free to use and has some really incredible

search tools. CANLII contains all of the Federal and Provincial/Territorial statutes and

regulations from across the country in addition to court decisions which allow you to observe

how judges have made decisions under, or interpreted certain sections of legislation.

Canada Justice Laws

http://laws.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts

The official list of Canada’s federal statutes and regulations. Welcome to the online source of

the consolidated statutes and regulations of Canada. The consolidations are generally

updated on a biweekly basis.



Provincial/Territorial Legislatures

Each of the provinces/territories in Canada have their own level of provincial or territorial

government where their own statutes are created, amended, or repealed in their respective

legislatures and the links to those legislatures on-line are listed below.

You can also just try Googling the name of your province and the word legislation if that’s

easier for you.

Alberta

www.assembly.ab.ca

Nova Scotia

http://nslegislature.ca/

British Columbia

www.leg.bc.ca

Nunavut

www.assembly.nu.ca/

Manitoba

www.gov.mb.ca

Ontario

www.ontla.on.ca

New Brunswick

www.gnb.ca/legis

Prince Edward Island

www.assembly.pe.ca/

Newfoundland Labrador

www.assembly.nl.ca

Quebec

www.assnat.qc.ca/en/index.html

North West Territories

www.assembly.gov.nt.ca/

Saskatchewan

www.legassembly.sk.ca/

Yukon

www.legassembly.gov.yk.ca/


